The papers in this Special Edition of Crop & Pasture Science have arisen from a project that has not only collected and synthesised a very valuable set of historical nutrient response data, but has also demonstrated highly effective involvement of stakeholders that guarantees widespread application of the conclusions.
From the inception of the project, a broad range of scientists from the public and private sector, practising agronomists and policy managers from the fertiliser industry have been intricately involved. This included the provision of data, review and development of data collection and entry standards, development of the interpretation methods, and the provision of training and subsequent access to the analysed data.
As a result of this broad engagement, the outputs of the project are guaranteed wide spread acceptance, adoption and use by all those with significant influence on how the outputs will be put into practice by farmers and also how they will shape future research into areas most likely to result in improved crop nutrition practice in the fields of the future.
The conclusions of the papers presented here will be used directly in the Fertcare Accredited Advisor program ensuring their consistent application in the development of nutrient management advice for growers. Under the program Fertcare Accredited Advisors are subject to a biennial audit of randomly selected recommendations based on soil and/or plant analyses.
Recommendations are tested against standards for sampling, analysis, interpretation, recommendation, and monitoring. The onus is on the advisor to demonstrate that they are using acceptable procedures and supporting data in each of these areas. The conclusions from papers presented in this Special Edition and data from the BFDC database will be regarded as the standard for many of these parameters in making fertiliser use decisions.
Plant nutrition is a critical component of sustainable intensification of agriculture to feed the world's growing population. The work of this project, and conclusions of these papers, provide the best available knowledge to underpin decisions on crop nutrition and the project has ensured that it will be put into use for the benefit of Australian agriculture.
The project has also identified soil testing knowledge gaps for certain crops and nutrients and this will provide valuable guidance for where future research can provide significant benefits.
